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Dear Beloved, 
 
“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 1:7b) 
The apostle Paul begins his letters to the various churches with some form of this greeting. Paul understood both 
intellectually and emotionally the grace of God through the work of Jesus the Christ upon the cross and the 
peace with God that one can have through the power of the Holy Spirit. For Paul, to know who God is, his holi-
ness, righteousness, kindness, patience, justice, mercy, grace and love, mattered. 
 
Our understanding of who God is and how he interacts with his creation and created beings should also matter to 
us. Theology matters. If you have been following anything in the news related to the United Methodist Church, 
you know that within the church there are different theological understandings of who God is, how he speaks to 
us through the Bible and how we live our lives in response to our theological understandings.  
 
Back on January 3rd, a statement came out titled “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation.” A 
number of Bishops and representatives from various advocacy groups came together with a mediator and came 
up with a proposal which would allow the various theological perspectives to separate so that the work of 
“Making Disciples for the Transformation of the World” could once again be our primary focus.  If you would 
like to know more about the protocol and what is happening at the General Conference level, you can go to 
UMCnews.org and find all sorts of information. I also have run-off a number of articles that are available in the 
office and you can have copies made there. 
 
Well, enough about what is happening with the global UMC. What is happening here at the BRF UMC? As you 
read through the newsletter, you will see that much is happening. The UMW is organizing for the coming year 
and is reaching out to the young women in the church. The children’s ministry is having a fund (fun) raiser on 
the 16th to help send children to summer camp. There is a silent auction that will run from February 2nd through 
the 16th to raise money for the youth mission trips this summer (auction items are appreciated.) The Mission 
Outreach Committee will be highlighting many of the missions we support as a congregation. Trustees continue 
to maintain and upgrade our facility so that missional work can continue within the church building. We contin-
ue our journey on the Roman road to salvation during worship. And Lent is just around the corner as we will 
have our Ash Wednesday service on February 26th. 
 
So I leave you this month with these words of the Psalmist, “His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor 
his delight in the legs of a man; the LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing 
love.” Psalm 147:10-11. In the midst of the challenges of our lives within and without the church, remember 
‘whose” you are in Jesus Christ. Stand in wonder and awe that the God of all creation cares for you. 
 
In the coming months, may you be as the apostle Paul and understand in the depths of your soul how high and 
wide, how deep and long is the love of God for you in and through His Son our Lord. 
 
In Jesus’ love and grace, 
 

Pastor Wendell 
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FEB  1  Sun Gorski 
FEB  3  Jim Bible 
FEB  6  Jessica Whitegull 
FEB  7  Kim Gjerseth 
FEB  8  Jana Nandory 
  Renata Caponigro 
FEB  9  Kay Finch 
FEB 10  Elaine Ott 
FEB 11  Don Holcomb 
FEB 12  Mary Gjerseth 
  Freda Goldsmith 
FEB 13  Derek Peterson 
  Judy Sheppard 
FEB 15  Rosemary Dvorak 
FEB 16  Roy Hefty 
FEB 18  Jim Hoffman 
FEB 22  Dorothy Hefty 
FEB 23  Jeremy Nandory 
FEB 24  Jerry Overman 
FEB 25  Madelyn Calderon 
  Jacob Woods 
FEB 26  Paul Brauner 
  Linda Heller 
  Karma Leffingwell 
FEB 28  Danielle Dougherty 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FEB 17  Paul & Robin Hoffman 
 

 

 
 
 

YOUR UMC NEWSLETTER 
IS AVAILABLE ONLINE. 

 
You can view it on our website at brfumc.org, 
or we can email it to you each month.  Let us 
know if you would prefer this way of reading 
your monthly newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday and Lenten Services 
 
Easter being fairly early this year, we begin our sea-
son of Lent on February 26th with our Ash Wednes-
day Service at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary  The fol-
lowing five Wednesdays we will be doing a 
“Journey to the Cross.”  Each week we will be open-
ing up the Gospel of Mark to journey with Jesus and 
his disciples from the time he is anointed at Bethany 
until He stands before Pilate.  
 
The purpose of Lent is the preparation of the believ-
er for Easter through prayer, doing penance, mortify-
ing the flesh, repentance of sins, almsgiving, and 
denial of ego.  This event is observed in the Angli-
can, Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, Methodist, Mora-
vian, Oriental Orthodox, Reformed, and Roman 
Catholic Churches.  Some Anabaptist and evangeli-
cal churches also observe the Lenten season. 
 
May I encourage you to make as a priority the prep-
aration of your heart as we prepare to receive once 
again the mercy and grace of our Lord Jesus the 
Christ? 
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You are the Light of the World; A Light for the World to See; 

Bright Lights; This Little Light of Mine; 

I give this Gift to shine a greater Light in the World; 

 
In 2020, United Methodist Women will study and be active with the program: Let Your Light Shine: Ignite For Jus-
tice.  “You are the light of the world,” Matthew 5:14-16, tells us we are gifts for the life of the world. We can choose 
to shine or hide our light.  We will choose to shine our light in missions in our community and internationally. 
 
We require a community to shine, we do not shine alone. Community leadership adds strength to reflecting God’s light 
and gives us the power to reach out to support women, children, and youth.  
 
The efforts of UMW have been rooted in shining a light on issues often overlooked or ignored. Human trafficking, 
domestic violence, mass incarceration, threats to the climate, and maternal and child health are ongoing issues that 
matter to UMW and members are willing to engage in making changes through words, action and giving. 
 
Women have been reflecting God’s light for 150 years. Their commitment then is our motivation now to keep support-
ing women, youth and children. 
Excerpts from response, november/december 2019 
 

February 2:  General Meeting/Program/Lunch at 10:30AM in the Fellowship Hall. All women and young women 
  6th - 12th grades are invited. 
 

 
 

  Scrip 
 Cards 
 
 
 

Need a gift for your Valentine? 
How about a birthday gift or  

anniversary gift for someone special? 
 

Scrip cards are the perfect gift and you will be 
helping out the General Fund in our church at the 
same time.  We have many cards on hand that 
would make excellent gifts, and we can order 
special cards for you, too.  See Rhoda, Rhonda, 
Lois or Joan each Sunday morning in the Gather-
ing Area of the church to purchase your gift 
cards. 
 
A huge “THANK YOU” to everyone for contin-
uing to purchase Scrip cards for your own shop-
ping needs and for gift giving.  Because of your 
generosity and faithfulness, the Scrip Program 
was able to give a total of $3,000 to the General 
Fund of the church during 2019!!  What could be 
more awesome than that!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s time to start thinking 
about SUMMER CAMP!! 

 
 

We will be having CAMP SUNDAY on February 16.  
Please join us in worship to hear campers share 
their camp experience, information on scholar-
ships, and our Wisconsin United Methodist 
camps.  Look for the Summer Camp poster on the 
Kiosk!  
 
If you are interested in camp and would like a 
book, you can pick one up in the Gathering Area 
or contact Beth 715-284-7494 or Suzanne 715-
896-0224.  Camps fill fast, so if there is one you 
are interested in, we suggest registering as soon 
as possible. 
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JAN 26  In honor of Gary Potter’s Birthday on  
  January 28 sponsored by Gil Homstad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JAN 26  In honor of Gary Potter’s Birthday on  
  January 28 sponsored by Gil Homstad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincere sympathy is extended to the family and friends of 
Phyllis Nesbitt who passed away on January 5, 2020.  
Her funeral was held here on January 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSIC FUND: 
In Memory Of: 
Marian Millis from Charlene Galston, Sally Burgau, 
Judy Sheppard, and Ed & Darlene Dugan. 
 
RADIO BROADCAST FUND: 
In Memory Of: 
Marian Millis from Marlene Taylor 
Phyllis Nesbitt from Marlene Taylor, and Mary Van 
Gorden.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please keep the church informed if you change your 
email address.   Also,  please let us know if you dis-
continue your land line and only use cell phones.  This 
will help us to be able to stay in touch with you.  Thank 
you so much for your help!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Fundraiser 
 

When:   Sunday February 16 
  10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 
Where:  BRF United Methodist Church 
  Fellowship Hall  
 
Menu:  Pancakes, Sausages, Applesauce,  
  Juice, Milk, and Coffee 
 
A Free-Will Offering will be taken for the Camp Scholar-
ship Fund, which provides scholarships for members of 
our congregation  of all ages to attend camp. 
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PRAYER FAMILIES 
FOR FEBRUARY 

 

   FEB 2  LeRoy & Kim Amborn 
  Jason, Kristin & Ben Breining 
  Dave & Kae Dettinger 
  Barry, Karolyn & Mitchel Gjerseth 
   FEB  9` Roy & Dorothy Hefty 
  Allan Hostrawser 
  Bob & Kathy Lind 
  Rose Moldenhauer 
   FEB  16 Todd, Lisa, Jackson & Lauren Perry 
  Chris Stewart 
  Orv & Beth Amborn,.Aaron Dawley 
  Gertrude Bue 
   FEB 23 Chuck & Marcia Devendory 
  Dave, Kim & Garret Gjerseth 
  Susanne Hefty 
  Jim & Roxie Hostrawser 

 

 
 
 
 

 
FAMILY SUNDAY: 
The next Family Sunday is scheduled for February 16.  All 
Sunday School children will sing at the 9:00 a.m. Worship 
Service.  Families and children are encouraged to attend this 
special Sunday and remain in church for the full service.  
What a great opportunity to involve our younger youth in 
worship! 
 
ROTATION MODEL: 
In February the Rotation Model will be “Jesus is Baptized”.  
This story is in Matthew 3:1-17.  The classes will learn about 
baptism, symbols of baptism, and God’s presence is with us 
always. 
 
IMPORTANT CALENDAR DATES: 
Mark your calendars for a PANCAKE BREAKFAST on February 
16 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. to support the camp scholarship 
program.  The scholarship program allows our church to fi-
nancially support members of our congregation who want 
to attend camp. 
 
* NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday—April 12 
 
RECYCLING: 
Thank you to everyone who has brought in ink cartridges 
and cell phones for recycling.  This fundraiser is used to pur-
chase Vacation Bible School supplies.  Please continue bring-
ing in your ink cartridges and old cell phones.  There are 
boxes in the front entryway, by the Church Office, and by 
the Youth Rooms for the ink cartridges and cell phones. 
PLEASE NOTE:  We are only able to recycle the small ink car-
tridges from your home printers.  Large ink cartridges are 
not accepted. 
 
Like our Facebook page Black River Falls Sunday School to 
see photos of our activities.  You can also go to the church’s 
website, www.brfumc.org for photos and other information.  

 

YOUTH BIRTHDAYS 
 

 FEB  8  Corbin Kapfer 
 FEB 10  Dra Mayne Sanders 
 FEB 29  Harper Ward 
 

 

If you know of someone who is in the hospital 

or who is working through medical issues at 

home, please call the church office so that the 

Pastor is aware of the need and can respond 

accordingly. 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

If you know of an individual or family that is 

working through health issues, hospitalization, 

or some other crisis and could benefit from 

the gift of a meal, please call the church office 

and Jill will pass the information to our Caring 

Meal Crew. 
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Upcoming Youth Group Meetings: 
 

February  5  -  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
February 12  -  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
February 19  -  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
February 26  -  Youth will attend the Ash Wednesday 
  Worship Service 
 

Contact Suzanne 715-896-0224 with any questions. 
Facebook page Black River Falls UMC Youth Group 
for any updates. 
 
A letter was sent to 6th-12th grade girls to invite them 
to Circle of Grace gatherings.  In 2020, we will be Let-
ting Our Light Shine as we start our new venture into 
Young Women in Mission and Fellowship.  If you 
haven’t received a letter, or if you have any questions, 
please call or text Suzanne 715-896-0224 or Lyn 715-
896-2597.  Our first gathering will be February 2nd 
after worship at the United Methodist Women’s Gen-
eral Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  Moms are wel-
come to join.  Our first Circle of Grace meeting will be 
February 20th from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at Revolution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Moments: 
Beginning in January, the Mission Outreach Committee 
will provide a 5-minute Mission Moment on the last Sun-
day of each month.  In January, the congregation heard 
from Terrie Stevens about her work in the Twin Cities 
with the homeless population.  Future Mission Moments 
include: 

 February 23  -  Building children’s beds through Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace 

 March 24  -  Charlene Galston will speak on Knit for 
Kids 

 

Senegal Project: 
 Congratulations, BRF UMC!!  Your support for 
the Methodist projects in Senegal  -  feeding stations and 
agricultural pursuits is unfailing and much appreciated. 
 Donations in 2019 were $5,623; the 2019 total 
exceeds the 2018 total by $403.  Let’s keep the Senegal 
project in focus and try to also increase our 2020 giving. 
 Children and families benefit from these projects.  
As a congregation we were so lucky to have Lyle Hart 
witness the work in Senegal firsthand.  We know that our 
donations are doing good work.  See note below that was 
received recently: 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ from Black River Falls 
UMC: 
 

I hope you are doing fine.  I am writing to let you know 
how much I appreciate your financial support to the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, district of Senegal.  Your outstand-
ing support has enabled the church to fulfill its goals of 
showing Christ’s love and making disciples of Jesus Christ 
here in Senegal. 
 

As you might know, we are still in the process of transi-
tioning from the Mission Initiative to a district.  While cel-
ebrating this moment, a lot of challenges are also awaiting 
for us.  Your moral, spiritual, and financial support is 
much needed.  Once again, thank you so much and may 
God continue to richly bless you. 
 

I would like also to take this opportunity to wish you a 
Happy New Year 2020. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Rev. Jean Pierre Ndour 
District Superintendent 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE: 

 
Did you know that you can sponsor the Bulletins or the 
Radio Broadcast on a Sunday in memory or in honor 
of loved ones?   The cost is: 

 Bulletins—$20.00 per Sunday 

 Radio Broadcast—$100.00 per Sunday 
 
You can also provide Altar Flowers for a special Sun-
day.  Please call Jill in the Church Office (715-284-
4114) to schedule the Sunday of your choice. 
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End of Year 2019 

          Actual     Budget 
 Income: 

 Pledges   $  210,585.40   220,000.00 

 Non-Pledged Giving      $    63,283.66     62,700.00 

 Other Income   $    15,018.13     16,950.00 

 Total    $  288,887.19   299,650.00 

 

 Expenses: 

 Apportionments  $    49,050.00     47,564.00 

 Pastoral Support  $  100,526.88   116,644.00 

 Program Staff   $    86,692.46     92,356.00 

 Programming   $      7,505.27       6,600.00 

 Operations   $    40,234.56     51,100.00 

 Total    $  284,009.17   314,264.00 

 

 

 

Time To Take a Walk? 

Are you looking for a stronger faith, answers, direction for your life?  It may be time for you to go 

on a walk.  Not a physical walk but a spiritual walk.  The Walk to Emmaus is a three-day spiritual 

journey/retreat designed for Christians seeking a better understanding of God’s activity in their 

life and faith.  The 2020 Walk to Emmaus for men is April 16-19, and the women’s walk is April 23-

26, at Camp Fairwood in Westfield, WI.  If you are interested in attending one of these weekends 

you can obtain a registration form and more information in the church office.   
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Wesley UMC in Wausau will be hosting 
an Advanced Lay Servant class! 

 
 

Living our United Methodist Beliefs 
 
Dates:  Friday, February 28 at 5:00pm 

Saturday, February 29, from 9:00a.m.-5:00p.m. 
 
Church address:  
 1101 Elm St. 
 Wausau, WI 54401-4234 
 
This class is an overview of the life and ministry of 
John Wesley.  Participants will gain an awareness of the 
place of doctrine in the missional movement known as 
Methodism, and begin to see the history of Methodism 
using a Methodist family tree. 
 
Pastors Ethan and Laverne Larson will co-lead. 
 
To register, contact Rev. Laverne Larson at 
LuvUGod2004@yahoo.com or call at 608-606-4648. 
 

If you have an announce-
ment or other infor-
mation that you would 
like to have posted on the 
church’s Facebook page 
or the church’s website, 
please forward that in-
formation to the Church 
Office and we will get the 
information to our web-
site and Facebook coor-
dinator for publication. 

 

 

When: Beginning Sunday, February 2 and 
  ending Sunday, February 16 
 
Where: Gathering Area 
 
What: Assorted Themed Baskets and  
  Hand-Crafted Tables 
 
       Check out the various themed baskets on display in the Gathering 

Area.  There is sure to be something of interest to everyone!! 
Hand-crafted tables in several sizes are also available for bidding! 
Proceeds of the Silent Auction will be used for Youth Mission Trips 
this summer. 
 
The winners of the auction items will be announced at the Camp 
Pancake Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall on February 16. 

 

mailto:LuvUGod2004@yahoo.com


BRF UMC Calendar of Events—February 2020 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

 8:30 a.m.—Men’s Group Meeting 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

 9:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

 9:05 a.m.—Sunday School 

 10:30 a.m.– UMW General Meeting & Lunch 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

 9:00 a.m.—Prayer Group 

 5:15 p.m.—PreCon 

 6:00 p.m.—Youth Group 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

 6:00 p.m.—Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m.—Choir Practice 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

 9:00 a.m..—Worship Service 

 9:05 a.m. —Sunday School 

 10:15 a.m.—Mission Outreach Meeting 

 10:30 a.m.—Soul Keeping Study 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 

 5:30 p.m.—Board of Trustees Meeting 

 5:30 p.m.—Finance Committee Meeting 

 6:15 p.m.—Administrative Council Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

 9:00 a.m.—Prayer Group 

 5:00 p.m.—Spirit! Practice 

 5;15 p.m.—PreCon 

 6:00 p.m.—Youth Group 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

 6:00 p.m.—Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m.—Choir Practice 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

 9:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

 Communion Sunday 

 Family Sunday—No Sunday School 

 10:00-11:00 a.m.—Camp Pancake Breakfast 

 10:30 a.m.—Soul Keeping Study 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

 5:30 p.m.—Worship Committee Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

 9:00 a.m.—Prayer Group 

 5;15 p.m.—PreCon 

 6:00 p.m.—Youth Group 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

 6:00 p.m.—Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m.—Choir Practice 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

 9:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

 9:05 a.m.—Sunday School 

 10:30 a.m.—Soul Keeping Study 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

 9:00 a.m.—Prayer Group 

 5:15 p.m.—PreCon 

 6:00 p.m.—Youth Group 

 6:30 p.m.—Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

 6:00 p.m.—Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m.—Choir Practice 


